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 NO ONE GUESSED OUR MYSTERY PERSON  FOR  SEPTEMBER! 

IT WAS  “JESSICA MCNINCH”  

Please send us a picture for next month’s newsletter! Email pictures to bhumchurch@comcast.net. 

MYSTERY PERSON! 
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CENTENNIEL 

This coming Sunday I preach at the church where I was baptized, where I grew and was nur-
tured from the moment I was born until I was eight years old moved.  This church gave me a 
beginning which formed my faith.  This church taught me not only to have faith, but to keep 
growing in my faith.    

 

Last Thursday night, our church gathered for Charge Conference to celebrate what God has 
done at Bermuda Hundred UMC, what God is doing, and what God will continue to do.  

Nearly sixty years ago, God had a vision for a church to begin and for faith to grow in our area and that vision 
lives on.  I see this faith living on as United Methodist Men gave bibles to third graders last Sunday, as new 
families join to share and grow in faith with us, as Disciple Bible Study gathered Sunday afternoon diving into 
the bible, and as thirteen youth gathered around the fire at my home for s’mores, songs, and sharing our faith 
stories.   

 

As I witness what God is doing through each of you, I hear powerful stories of how lives have been touched and 
transformed.  Faith begins and grows through relationships and experience.  Someone reached out, someone 
offered care, someone invited, some where along the way there was a connection to something greater (God) 
and to someone in community (a friend in Christ).  These connections form as we come together seeking faith, 
growing in faith, and sharing faith.  

 

As Paul writes to Timothy he says, “I am grateful to God—whom I worship with a clear conscience, as my ances-
tors did—when I remember you constantly in my prayers night and day. Recalling your tears, I long to see you so 
that I may be filled with joy. I am reminded of your sincere faith, a faith that lived first in your grandmother 
Lois and your mother Eunice and now, I am sure, lives in you.”     

Where did faith live before it was a gift to you?  Faith is like fire- that lives on as we share the spark with others.  
For faith to really catch on- it takes many sparks from the outside that the Holy Spirit uses to kindle a heart-
warming experience inside each person.  When we reflect on our lives there may be many people who were 
sparks for our faith.  For Timothy, faith lived in his mother Eunice and grandmother Lois and continues to live 
in him.  You may be the spark for someone’s faith, even without even knowing it.  Something you said, a kind 
word, a question you raised in bible study, the card you sent, when you stopped to really listen one Sunday after 
church, the phone call to check in, the fact that you noticed them and took the time to be present—all of these 
are sparks of God working in you, opportunities for others to see Christ, and movements of the Holy Spirit in 
our lives.   

Continued on the next page 

Faith on Fire 
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When we gather together every Sunday, we are sparks waiting to be launched into flames.  Each Sunday, 
the acolyte brings in the light of Christ, and carries it out, so that we may remember to let the light of 
Christ renew us, and remember to take it out into the world.  
 

This week I am praising God for those people who shared faith with me, who covenanted and promised at 
my baptism to nurture me in the faith, who created a foundation for me and never let me forget that I was 
God’s child.  Even though I only had eight years in that congregation, they transformed by life in those 
fundamental years.  My family did not go to church anymore when we moved.  I continued to look for a 
place of warmth , safety, comfort, as well as a place where I could be challenged to grow in my faith—all 
the things my home church had given me.  It seemed very hard to find.  Sometimes churches would be 
friendly, but not receptive to me.  They welcomed me only if I fit a particular box, acted a certain way, and 
didn’t ask enough questions that would shake things up.   

 

Recently I spoke with a regular visitor here at Bermuda Hundred UMC who said, “I want to be part of a 
church where I can fully participate in the life of the church, is that possible here?”  I felt like jumping up 
(in fact I might have) as I said, “YES! Amen.  Yes- that is what we want all to do here!”  Unfortunately, this 
person had not found it easy to break in and participate in other faith communities.  They felt called, had 
passion, and wanted to be part of something greater.  

 

Life is better when we live it together.  Church is only church when we experience it together.  Each of us 
are sparks—and logs are added to the fire of faith through our prayers, presence, gifts, service, and witness.  
John Wesley coined the phrase “spiritual respiration” whereby God breathes in and we breathe back.  A fire 
requires oxygen, the gift of faith began as God breathes in and it grows as we breathe back, and then God 
breathes in, we breathe back, God breathes in, and so on.      

 

The spark that began in 1956 as Bermuda Hundred UMC was birthed, continues to catch fire here 57 
years later and each of us carries the flame and shines the light to all we see.  I pray that gift of faith that 

lives in you continues to grow as you breathe back participating in worship, small groups, mission, caring, 
sharing, and giving.  God continues set and spread fires of faith through Bermuda Hundred UMC and I 
thank God for each of you!  

 
In God’s Love, 
Pastor Beth 
_________________________ 
i2 Timothy 1: 3-5  

Continued from the previous page 

Pastor Beth welcomes new members on September 
29, 2013: (l-r) Pastor Beth, Jessica, Julianna, 
Jenna, Jordan & Jeff Mathis, & Gary Starr. 



 

On Sunday, October 13 we will begin a churchwide study and worship em-
phasis called Enough: Discovering Joy Through Simplicity and Generosity. Over  
a period of four weeks, we will look at some of the financial challenges fac-
ing us as a nation and examine our own spending, saving, and giving habits. 
In addition to exploring biblical principles of financial management, we 
will learn ways to assess our financial situation and develop a financial plan 
that will allow us to experience the true joy that comes through simplicity 
and generosity. At the end of the emphasis, we will have the opportunity to 
make personal commitments of giving for the coming year. We will  
consecrate these commitments on Sunday, November 3. Visit our website 
www.bermudahundredumc.com  for more information, including details 
about small-group study opportunities during this time. 

Stewardship 

Welcome New Members! 
Joined September 30, 2013 

 
 

  Gary Starr  

  (with wife Katie Sloan)  

  P. O. Box 3228 

  Chester, VA  23831 

  703-220-2704 

  garygstarr@gmail.com 

Jeff & Jessica Mathis 

118 Crystal Downs Court 

Chester, VA  23836 

804-571-6250 

2hokiefans@comcast.net 

Children:  Jessica, Julianna, & 
Jordan 

Chesterfield Colonial Heights Alliance for Social Ministry 
It is time to start planning the CCHASM Thanksgiving Meal Gift Package Program for 2012! 

This year’s program will be held, as usual, at the Chesterfield County Fairgrounds in the Exhibition Center,  

1200 Courthouse Road. 
 

Please turn in all food contributions to BHUMC no later than Sunday, November 17th.   

Items for Thanksgiving Meal Gift Packages: 

1  40 oz.  Can (Large) of Yams or Sweet Potatoes 

1  13 oz. Box of Mashed Potatoes 

1  14 oz. Can of Cranberry Sauce 

2  15 oz. Cans of Green Vegetables 

2  15 oz. Cans of Corn 

2  Boxes or Packages of Stuffing Mix 

2  Cans or Packages of Gravy 

1   Box of Hot Chocolate 

1 Box of Tea Bags 

1   Box or Bag of Cookies 

See www.cchasm.org or call (804) 796-3715 for  

additional information on volunteering  

for the Thanksgiving Meal Gift Package Program 
and other CCHASM programs. 

Information is also posted on Bermuda Hundred 
UMC’s downstairs bulletin board. 

http://www.bermudahundredumc.com
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2 Joseph Tarver 

4 Leslie Sloan 

5 Florence Harrison, Helen Hogarth 

9 Chip Pommert 

10 Justin LaRue, Maggie Steinbraker 

12 Danielle Carpenter 

16 Mark Lythgoe 

17 Hal Green 

20 Pat Crawley 

22 Karen Crawley, Mason Steinbraker 

23 Drew Coker, Jenna Mathis 

26 Corey Scruggs, Peyton McTernan 

27 Beth Lawson 

 

The Finance Committee is pleased to report that the 2014 budget is completed and has been ap-
proved by the Church Council.  This is the budget that will be presented to the Church Charge Con-
ference for final approval.  A copy of the budget is attached to this newsletter for your information 
and referral. 

The budget increased from $239,466.96 to $247,638 for 2014, an increase of $8,200.   Our appor-
tionments declined by $2,100 for 2014. 

Included in the budget is a $500 monthly payment to the Reserve Fund since we spent the major por-
tion of that fund for work on the parsonage and we need to replenish it since it is our "emergency 
fund". 

There are smaller increases in some budget lines, but overall we will be spending more money in 
2014 for church related activities, mission work and building reserves. 

We certainly want to thank Jim Crawley for auditing our 2012 books 
and his audit report will be part of the Church Charge Conference 
reports.  It is a pleasure to report that everything was in order. 

If you have any questions about the 2014 budget, please do not hesi-
tate to give me a call.  Thank you for your continued giving spirit,   
Betty J. Forbes, Finance Chairman 

Finance News 



The Prayer Shawl 
Ministry will meet on 
Tuesday, October 8th 

from 1:00 PM to  
3:00 PM at  

Betty Forbes’s house. 
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SMALL GROUPS: INTENTIONAL FAITH DEVELOPMENT: 
 

Sunday School: The Sojourners Sunday School Class and Just Coffee will study Adam Hamilton’s Enough: 
Discovering Joy Through Simplicity and Generosity during the month of October. 
 

Tai Chi Update: The Tai Chi class meets on Tuesdays at 10:00 AM in the Fellowship Hall. 
 

Bible Study: The September meetings for Gladys Toom’s Small Group will be at 2:00 PM on Wednesday, 
October 9th  and Wednesday, October 23rd in the BHUMC’s Sanctuary. We are studying Gayle Carlton 
Felton’s “By Water and the Spirit.” 
 

P.o.L.O’s:  Are you a Parent of a Little One? Are you looking for a place to share the Joys and Challenges of 
being a Parent? Come to P.o.L.O’s! Wednesdays through October 30th at Bermuda Hundred UMC from 
7:00 PM to 8:00 PM.  
 

Disciple Bible Study: Have you ever said, "I'm going to read the whole bible!" Only to stop somewhere in 
Genesis, Deuteronomy, or Numbers feeling overwhelmed and fatalistic about accomplishing the goal? It is 
possible to study and read the whole bible and to enjoy every part of it and get a lot out of the experi-
ence! The class continues on Sundays from 4-6:00 PM in the Fellowship Hall. Please try to arrive at the 
church by 3:55 PM to be ready to start bible study right at 4:00 PM. 

 

WHERE ARE YOU  
GOING TO BE ON 

      NOVEMBER 8TH & 9TH? 
  

ANSWER:  
CHURCH CRAFT SHOW 

    (Of course, the Crafty Ladies 
are expecting you!) 

  

PLEASE VISIT THE SHOW  
TO GET YOUR  

CHRISTMAS SHOPPING & 
 GIFT GIVING COMPLETED -  

PUT IT ON YOUR  
CALENDAR NOW! 

  

WATCH FOR OUR  
UPDATES & 

  SHOW TIMES! 

 

2013 District Conference of the 
James River District 

Sunday, October 13 at 3:00 pm 
Wesley United Methodist Church 

3701 Conduit Road, Colonial 
Heights, VA 23834 

Please RSVP by October 4 
JamesRiverDistrict@vaumc.org or 

(804) 732-2538 



 

This month, we will be finishing our study on "When Christians Get it 
Wrong" and beginning another Adam Hamilton study - "Enough: Dis-
covering Joy through Simplicity and Generosity."  We encourage every-
one to attend and learn together how to become wise stewards of the 
resources God has given us.  Pastor Beth will be focusing on this study 
in a sermon series at the same time, so Just Coffee's study will provide 
reinforcement in a group setting.  
 
We meet in the Fellowship Hall during Sunday School, and everyone 
is welcome!  Visit our blog for up-to-date information about our group 
and what we're talking about: http://bhumcjustcoffee.blogspot.com 
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Thanks to everyone who has contributed to the Backpack Program.  
We have 10 children who need our help.  I’m asking if you are able 
to please contribute food items or make a monetary donation.  The 
cost of food has risen and on average it costs ten dollars per child.  
I would like to thank Mary Simmons for helping me prepare the 
bags to go the schools.  A big thanks to Pam and Cliff Winn, Deb-
orah Shelton and Pastor Beth Anderson for picking up and drop-
ping off the backpacks! 
 

If you are interested in tutoring children have I got an opportunity 
for you!  Once again our church has offered to help with The Greenleigh tutoring program.  The offi-
cial start date is Tuesday, October 22nd.  Please see the white sign up book for more information. 
 

STOP HUNGER NOW  sent the church an email with wonderful news that our packaged meals 
have been shipped to Texas from their Richmond warehouse and they will be loaded onto a shipping 
vessel and sent to Columbia!  Our meals will go to support the operations of LeSea Global: Feed the 
Hungry.  It is a non-profit focused on fighting hunger due to poverty, war, famine, drought and natu-
ral disasters.  A BIG THANKS to everyone who helped with this wonderful ministry! 
 

Please remember the Our Daily Bread Food Pantry.  Please see the Sunday Church bulletin for the 
food that is needed for the week or please donate any non-perishable food.  The bins are located at 
the bottom of the stairs. 

In Christ’s love, 
Ann McNinch,  
Missions Chair 

Missions 

Please note that the Tuesday afternoon tutoring with Abundant Life Ministries at the 
Langston Park Community Center in Hopewell has been cancelled until further notice 
due to vandalism of the Community Center this Spring. Tutoring at Greenleigh Mobile 
Home Park will  resume in the Fall on Tuesdays & Thursdays. More details TBA. 

Just Coffee 

http://bhumcjustcoffee.blogspot.com
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United Methodist Women 
Come celebrate with us on October 14th at 7:30 pm in the Grundy Parlor as we present the awards we re-
ceived for our accomplishments for 2013.  All ladies are invited to attend.  Child care will be provided if 
needed, please contact me at 530-2969 by October 10th. 
 

Doris Morefield 

President, UMW 
 

A Thank You to the UMW  

We would like to thank the James River District UMW and our 
own UMW unit at BHUMC for providing us the opportunity to 
attend the Young Women's Retreat at Blackstone on September 20-
21.  It was a wonderful time of spiritual renewal and mission 
work!  The group spent time sorting donations at Journey UMC's 
thrift store mission in Amelia.  We are already looking forward to next year's Retreat! 
Tabitha Strickler and Kelly Manor 

At this writing, we haven’t had the Pig Pickin’ yet, but I’m sure you supported it and we had a very success-
ful event. I want to thank all the UMM who have participated in the Bible presentations to our young 
folks. You have made a very powerful statement of your faith and I am proud of each and every one of you. 
If you want to be a part of the BHUMM, all you have to do is attend our next meeting on October 15th, at 
the River’s Bend Grill, at 6:30 pm. If it’s your first time, I’ll buy you dinner. So come on out and join us as 
we figure out how best to support our church and share our faith as men of God.  
 

Charles Woodard, UMM President 

United Methodist Men 

Operation Christmas Child 
 

1) Use an empty shoebox (standard size, please) or a small plastic container. 
You can wrap the box (lid separately), but wrapping is not required. Most 
importantly, pray for the child who will receive your gift.  

2) Determine whether your gift will be for a boy or a girl, and the child’s 
age category: 2-4, 5-9, or 10-14.    

3)   Fill the box with a variety of gifts that will bring delight to a child. 
(School supplies, toys, hygiene items, etc.) Please include at least one item a child can immediately em-
brace such as a stuffed toy, doll, ball or toy truck. (Please– no used, damaged, war-related, food, liquids 
or lotions, medications or breakable items) 

4)   Return your box or items to the church.  On November 3rd, we will package boxes. If you are pack-
aging boxes on your own, please bring them to the church by November 17th or 24th. 

For more information contact Jessica Mathis at (804) 571-6250 or 2hokiefans@comcast.net 

http://www.samaritanspurse.org/operation-christmas-child/regional-offices/ 
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9:00 AM to Noon  

Saturday, October 19 

Bring your rakes & 

Help us prepare the church 

Grounds for Harvest Fest! 

September brought the premier of BHUMC 
Choir's "Come As You Are" Sunday.  Many of 
our choir members were absent, so we invited 
members of the congregation to "join" the choir 
for one service.  This gave the church member-
ship an opportunity to see what it would be like 
"on the other side".  We had many of our young 
people join and it sounded delightful! 

We are now in need of singers for the upcoming 
Advent and Christmas seasons.  We rehearse 
from 7-8 pm every Thursday and sing every Sun-
day at the 11 am service.  Consider this a short-
term stewardship opportunity.  Come As You 
Are! 

Barbara Rutherford 
11:00 AM Service Music Director 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

HARVEST FEST 

Saturday, October 26  

from 5:00—8:00 pm 
 

Dinner, Halloween Carols, 
Devotion,  

Costume Parade,  

Trunk or Treat, 

Fun Family Movie 
 

 

BERMUDA HUNDRED  

UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH 

2025 Florence Avenue,  

Chester, VA 23836 
 

(804) 530-1391 
www.bermudahundredumc.com 

 

Please bring a canned or boxed 
good for the Food Drive 

Notes From the Loft 



October 2013 Sunday Servants   

SERVANT 

 

OCTOBER 6  

COMMUNION 

SUNDAY 

 

 

  OCTOBER 13 

 

 

 

 

OCTOBER 20 

 

 

 

 

OCTOBER 27 

 

8:30 AM 

Usher/ 

Greeters 

Marc & Mindy 

Wilts   

Neil & Ditty 

Mooney 
Wendy Brown 

Charlie & Elaine 

Ruxton 

11:00 AM 

Usher/ 

Greeters 

 

 Tom & Pam 

Myrick 

 

Sandy & Betty 

Forbes 
TBA 

Fred & Peggy 

Proper 

Acolytes 
  Kathleen McNinch & 

Cailtin LaRue 

Jared McDonough & 

Savannah Talley 

Kelsey Callahan & 

TBA 

Dylan Craddock & 

Mason Steinbraker 

Reader/ 

Lay Servant 
Cindy Morgan Cindy Morgan Tyler Craddock Tyler Craddock 

 

Children’s 

Church  

 

   

Volunteer Needed 

  

  Volunteer Needed   Volunteer Needed     Volunteer Needed 

Nursery  

Workers 

  

Volunteer Needed 

   

  

Volunteer Needed 

  

  

Volunteer Needed 

  

  

Volunteer Needed 

  

UMYF Meals 
Tyler & Tracy 

Craddock 
Volunteer Needed Just Coffee Volunteer Needed 

Altar Guild for October:    Connie & Jim Gorman, Sherry Strosnider 

If you cannot serve on your assigned Sunday, please call your contact as soon as possible: 

 Ushers/Greeters:  Mindy Wilts at 586-7195   

Acolytes:  Sheila LaRue at 454-1284  

Altar Guild:  Nancy Byrd at 530-5319  

 



   
 
 
    
  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Committee and Council Meetings 
in the Grundy Parlor on 

Tuesday, October 8 
6:00 PM SPRC 

6:45 PM Finance Committee 
7:30 PM Church  Council 
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Thank you to the United Methodist Men 
for sponsoring, cooking and serving at the 
Pig Pickin’ on September 28th!  
(l-r) Stan Forbes, Brian Hodges, Frank 
Linkous, Richard Enz, & Bob Sherrill. 

The United Methodist Youth Fellowship 
meets in the Fellowship Hall for dinner with 
an activity following at 6:00 PM on  
Sundays during the school year. See Pastor 
Beth for more information about UMYF! 

 

The United Methodist Men presented  
Bibles to 3rd graders  during church services 
on September  22 & 29. 

 
Children who received bibles include: 

Julianna Mathis, Savannah Talley, Tyler 
Woodell, Trevor Zitta, & Branwyn McCormick. 



Bermuda Hundred UMC 
Are you a Parent of a Little One?  Are you looking for a place to share the  

Joys and Challenges of being a Parent? 

Come to P.o.L.O’s!  (Parents of Little Ones) 

Our P.O.L.O.’s Group starts meets through October 30!              

Come on Wednesdays from 7-8pm  to share the joys and challenges of  parenting!   

Parents have a time of bible study, laughter, & fellowship while our children experience a  

small group time of singing, bible lessons, crafts, and  activities!   

Children learn songs and sing in worship once a month!   

Bermuda Hundred UMC 

2025 Florence Ave. , Chester, VA 23836 

www.bermudahundredumc.com 

For More Information Call/ Email  

Rev. Beth Anderson at  revbethanderson@gmail.com  or 804-530-1391 

 

Have you ever said, "I'm going to read the whole 
bible!" Only to stop somewhere in Genesis,  
Deuteronomy, or Numbers feeling overwhelmed 
and fatalistic about accomplishing the goal? It is 
possible to study and read the whole bible and 
to enjoy every part of it and get a lot out of the  
experience!  
 

The Disciple class meets on Sundays from 4:00 PM—6:00 PM.  
 

(804) 530-1391 or bhumchurch@comcast.net 

http://www.bermudahundredumc.com
mailto:revbethanderson@gmail.com

